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ENDING LIFE BY MERCY KILLING : CONCEPT, HISTORY AND JUSTIFICATION
(STUDY OF WESTERN THOUGHTYS)
(;Jlb/K;I/Td/c):pdf’))lﬁu!.@/t‘ur‘jtr’/,%o?é)

Samira Rabia, Maryam Saleem, Sadaf Fatima, Amir Hayat

ABSTRACT

Euthanasia is bioethical dilemma. Different countries are striving for its legalization. The
Proponents consider that Euthanasia is against the dignity of human being, and everyone has right
to relief his pain. They think that human beings have to live a life which is according to the standard
of humanity but when a person suffers from a disease which is incurable, his standard of life goes
down to a level which is not suitable for a human being. So, in such condition, they should have the
right to end their lives with dignity. This paper basically deals with what is the concept of
Euthanasia. What is its history and what rationale do its proponents and opponents present? This
research is historical, analytical, and descriptive. The views of both parties have been analyzed.
The research shows that it is not a new phenomenon. Its roots are found in the Greek period. Its
proponents take it as a savior of human dignity and freedom. It’s the basic right of every human to
decide about the end of his life. On the other side, the opponents think that it is unethical, and we
don’t have a right to end our lives as we are a part of the big plan of God.

KEYWORDS: Euthanasia, Proponents, Incurable, Ethical, Justification.
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The painless killing of a patient suffering from an incurable and painful disease or in an
irreversible coma. !
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The act or practice of ending the life of a person or animal having a terminal illness or a

medical condition that causes suffering perceived as incompatible with an acceptable
quality of life, as by lethal injection or the suspension of certain medical treatments. !¢
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A form of selfz inflicted death in which a person voluntarily brings about his or her death
with the help of another person, usually a physician, relative, or friend. !
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A form of Euthanasia in which medical treatment that could keep a dying patient alive for
a time is withdrawn.?

il bl S f e 1wl S i B el ,{'fzwu?utu?("’uu@ff?g
U@w’/ g 4“.@/5 IsJ%"McGraw-Hill Concise Dictionary of Modern Medicine" < (| Sl
& s(Voluntary Euthanasia)g)f,fw;gd;mujL/ﬁZﬂu“{uﬁrw /,m/g;f:”?gqﬁtuwirwm
J!Lﬂl?m;ﬂg!Jf;LUL/Eﬂ/ﬁf‘L,J)uﬁu:}»c)!-(lnvoluntary Euthanasia)JsL/
}(tf/:'“.iwtgwpuﬂw,?WJ;JJJ;JLQUQ-KLME%M)u;MJL@MJWJ;JJ
P bl / SO F e T\ 8 S LBy e ML Syl S E L S
/,!witgé_/cﬁ/,cn;yuJé_n.,gz?iu?n}u4uurruﬁ_~,/w"/w‘u/ﬂ@wu;t/ggf;}g‘jﬁl
s e Sl e el F O e 23 p 26 S s St e
wJf;dpu/‘fuuuiwgfwww?u:g;/':;g;:a,uéu_u‘f/q@/zywéwﬂtq_ﬁ
eSS NS St Lt S 26 S
mufz;u,a;’/,/ga;mm&uwJ‘[ A Bl rthe 1] / Sttt
e EIIUSB Al Lol L S el o E S Eais it e L
dué_nf"; i dwn&tgzifﬂf; th{;y’&ut@ru{u;; .szlﬁ“ﬂ; ffwzz_uvl/
Jn/"!f araﬂJJanﬂdﬂcJﬁ“fﬁfﬁ&!féé‘u‘é’_J’/G’Lz,)é?/or/vdﬁ“
:ungf Lwd S ug/ ,y&tgmdum(Emanuel)J;jwﬁ” u’)lb/,‘.c‘-

Greeks and Romans preferred “voluntary death over endless agony” and, upon request,
physicians frequently gave patients medication to hasten death.?
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In 305AD, the Council of Guadix purged from the list of martyrs all who had died by their
own hand. Using the pretext of piety, the 348 AD Council of Carthage condemned those
who had chosen self-death for personal reasons and the 363AD Council of Braga
condemned and denied proper burial rites for all known suicides. 3
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'The foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world' is the recognition of the inherent
dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family.
Everyone has the right to live and all are equal before law and are entitled without any
discrimination to equal protection of the law.*
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Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by law. No
one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.>
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el "Right to Die"—{/(5/(Derek Humphry)™' § 4¢3
There is a common presumption that there is a ' right to die', in the sense of an autonomous

right to choose the time and manner of one's death and that an appeal to this right will be
sufficient ground for legalizing euthanasia.>
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When there is a right, there is an obligation; therefore, were a "right to die" to exist, a
logical consequence would be that some other person or agent would have a duty to inflict
death (especially if the requisitioned were physically incapable of accomplishing the act
themselves)®
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The principle of respect for autonomy tells us to allow rational as to live on freely according
to their own autonomous decision free from coercion and interference, but if rational
autonomously choose to die then respect for autonomy will lead us to assist to-do as they
choose.>
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Watching a person suffering excruciating pain, or who is in a persistent vegetative state
offend the sensibilities of his relations, friends, associates and anyone who knew that
individual while active, therefore allowing the individual to remain in such a sub-human
condition is incompatible with human dignity.>°
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Terminally ill patients may have a duty to die when the burden of caring seriously
compromises the lives of those who love him.*
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I think those who have a terminal illness and are in great pain should have the right to
choose to end their lives and those that help them should be free from prosecution. We
don't let animals suffer, so why humans.
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Legalizing Euthanasia and assisted suicide is a necessary as insurance that will ensure that
no one dies in painful agony or unremitting suffering.®!
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For me life is most beautiful gift of God to mankind. Therefore people and nation who

destroy life by abortion or euthanasia are the poorest. I do not say legal or illegal. I think
that no human hand should be raised to kill life since life is God’s life in us.®
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No one is permitted to ask for this act of killing, either for himself or herself or for another
person entrusted to his or her care, nor can he or she consent to it, either explicitly or
implicitly, nor can any authority legitimately recommend or permit such an action. For it
is a question of the violation of divine law, an offence against the dignity of the human
person, a crime against life and an attack on humanity.®
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I have no way of refuting someone who holds that being alive, even though unconscious,
is intrinsically valuable. But it is a view that will seem unattractive to those of us, who in
our own case, see a life of permanent coma as in no way preferable to death. From the
subjective point of view there is nothing to choose between the two.”!
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The pain and suffering at the end of life can be controlled in almost all cases to a level that

is satisfactory to the patient, and, that the few patients whose pain cannot be adequately
controlled do not justify the legislation of euthanasia.”
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A right to have one's life taken on request would conflict with, and overturn, the principle
of the criminal law in this as in every nation that human lifethat presents no threat to another
is inviolable and that protection for all innocent life against predation is necessary.’®
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