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THE WATER CRISIS SOLUTION IN THE LIGHT OF MODERN SCIENCE
AND ISLAMIC TEACHINGS

SO AGT S S PGl ¥ s
Abdul Manan Cheema, Farhat Naseem Alvi,

ABSTRACT:

The water crisis is a global issue in current times. It has sensitized the entire world population.
Population growth and industrialization expansion are leading to a risky imbalance of water
availability. Water plays a significant role in the sustainable development of any country. That's
why, water is part of UN 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). International water experts
have warned that future wars will be on the issue of water crisis. Over time, the scarcity of water
is becoming a big challenge. International and national water experts agree that the non-
availability of water can create a disastrous situation for Pakistan in the future. The latest UN
report articulates that water scarcity has become increasingly pressing in Pakistan. Asian
Development Bank Report indicates that per capita availability of water has decreased from 5300
m3 per person in 1951 to less than 1100 m3 per person per year in 2007 in Pakistan. According to
international standards, 6000 m3 of availability of water per capita is essential. According to
Falcon Mark, water scarcity creates health and environmental issues. A report indicates that water
scarcity and waterborne diseases cause a loss of 1.44 percent of GDP. The main reason for the
water crisis is lack of awareness and mismanagement of water resources. There are approximately
150 dams in Pakistan. No doubt, this trivial no. of dams is insufficient for the survival of the natural
environment and growing population. Water is being wasted blindly. Consequently, the water level
falls gradually and then the whole area becomes a victim of water shortage. The water crisis is
considered a bigger issue than terrorvism. Therefore, it is the need of time to make a solid plan for
water management to meet the water needs of the growing population. Wastage of water is strictly
forbidden in Islam. Modern science provides various innovative solutions to alleviate water
scarcity. In addressing the current water crisis, it is imperious to get the insights delivered by both
modern science and the everlasting wisdom presented by Islamic teachings. This research paper
explores how the water crisis issue can be solved in light of Islamic teachings and modern scientific
advancements.

KEYWORDS: Islam, Pakistan, Water crisis, Sustainability, Wastage, Effects, Solution.
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“In a dry climate, with rapid urbanization and relatively high per capita water
consumption, Cape Town had all the makings of a water crisis. In 2018, after three years
of poor rainfall, the city announced drastic action was needed to avoid running out.
Reducing demand was a key priority. The City of Cape Town worked to get residents and
businesses on board with a host of water-saving initiatives. People were instructed to
shower for no longer than two minutes. A campaign with the slogan “If it’s yellow, let it
mellow” promoted flushing the toilet only when necessary. And the use of recycled water
— so-called greywater — was also pushed.”!?

s LS 1T a1 s 2 U 76307 Kl 2 -t Q765 £ QL o]
K&guﬁj//g-‘gmgp&n}d:;;é/;‘;&guﬁ-‘gjt/é&miziu@;[}ui f;ﬁ,iJJ/’u;‘QT-‘é
LA B B S et s Qe S e ST e S
45213 Z(Injection Wells)ufﬂ/ui‘glugui//,‘ﬁu"’f1{@'4,&;5%&&0{;;4)4/5&&/’
A o1 5 KL gL L andns S &guﬁdu&«w

I%&Q&/{/Jﬁ!ﬁ}/zﬁyih

“An injection well is used to place fluid underground into porous geologic formations.
These underground formations may range from deep sandstone or limestone, to a shallow
soil layer. Injected fluids may include water, wastewater, brine (salt water), or water mixed
with chemicals.”!®
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“Despite achievements in Asia and the Pacific, 1.5 billion people in rural areas and 600
million more in urban areas still lack adequate water supply and sanitation. Sound water
management and access to reliable service delivery remain vital to inclusive economic
growth and social well-being.” 6
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“Pakistan has reached withdrawal limits of its surface and groundwater sources. The per

capita availability of water has decreased from 5300 m> per person in 1951 to less than
1100 m? per person per year in 2007.”!
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No Country No. of Dams
1 Pakistan 150

2 India 5334

3 China 87000

4 Iran 588

5 Turkey 635

Table: No. Dams in selected Countries
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“Water occurs as a liquid on the surface of Earth under normal conditions, which makes
it invaluable for transportation, for recreation, and as a habitat for a myriad of plants and
animals. The fact that water is readily changed to a vapour (gas) allows it to be transported
through the atmosphere from the oceans to inland areas where it condenses and, as rain,

nourishes plant and animal life. >
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