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AN INTRODUCTORY AND INVESTIGATIVE REVIEW OF JEWISH
RELIGIOUS LITERATURE
P QWlrs B8 2/ Ao
Noor Akram, Abdul Latif Hubshi, Khawar Anjum,

ABSTRACT:
Judaism is one of the most mysterious religions in the world. Despite the large number of Jews in

the world, people are generally unable to know about Jewish customs and traditions. There are
many reasons for this mystery. One of them is that this religion only accepts people of a certain
race, due to which other people are generally ignorant of their religious thought, philosophy, and
practice. The other reason for their mysteriousness is their different religious calendar system.
Their names of months, counting of years, and festivals are neither entirely on the solar calendar
nor entirely on the lunar calendar. The books of the People of the Book have been of great
importance to the people of Islam because our book, the Holy Quran repeatedly refers to them.
Christian literature is easy to obtain as it is available in every language. In contrast, Jewish
literature has been available only in Hebrew. And the translations in English are not available to
the common man. But for the past two or three years, English translations of Jewish religious books
have become available online. The Jewish religious literature is indeed divided into two main parts:
the Tanakh and the Talmud. The Tanakh, also known as the Hebrew Bible, is further divided into
three sections: the Torah, the Nevi'im (Prophets), and the Ketuvim (Writings). Each section
contains various books and writings that are significant to the Jewish faith. The Torah, which is
the first part of the Tanakh, consists of the five books of Moses: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, and Deuteronomy. It contains the foundational laws, commandments, and teachings that
guide Jewish religious practice. The Nevi'im, or the Prophets, includes books that contain the
messages, prophecies, and narratives of the Jewish prophets throughout history. It provides
insights into the moral and spiritual guidance of the Jewish people. The Ketuvim, or the Writings,
consists of various books, including Psalms, Proverbs, Job, and others. It contains poetry, wisdom
literature, songs, and stories that offer spiritual and practical guidance to Jewish individuals and
communities. The Talmud is a compilation of Jewish teachings and discussions that expand upon
the laws and principles outlined in the Tanakh. The Talmud is divided into two main parts: the
Mishnah and the Gemara. The Mishnah is a collection of oral traditions and teachings of Jewish
law, while the Gemara provides commentaries and discussions on the Mishnah. Together, the
Tanakh and the Talmud form the foundation of Jewish religious literature, providing guidance,
teachings, and insights into the faith and its practices. They are essential sources for understanding
Jewish theology, ethics, and legal principles.

KEYWORDS: Tanakh, The Talmud, The Judaism, the Torah, the Nevi'im (Prophets), and the
Ketuvim Writings): the Mishnah and the Gemara.
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One may not expound the topic of forbidden sexual relations before three or more
individuals; nor may one expound the act of Creation and the secrets of the beginning of
the world before two or more individuals; nor may one expound by oneself the Design of
the Divine Chariot, mystical teaching about the ways God conducts the world unless he
is wise and understands most matters on his own. The Mishna continues in the same vein:
Whoever looks at four matters, it would have been better for him had he never
entered the world: Anyone who reflects upon what is above the firmament and what is
below the earth, what was before Creation, and what will be after the end of the world.
and anyone who has no concern for the honor of his Maker, who inquiries into and
deals with matters not permitted to him, deserves to have never come to the world.
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Jewish texts are the lifeblood of the Jewish people. Jewish life cannot be understood
without understanding the texts that are the basis for all that we do as Jews. Prayer, study,
debate - all of these are based on our texts. Today, we live in a time when many of us do
not know the basics of our cultural heritage. We do not know what the books of Jewish life
are, what they look like, or how to read them. Hillel and Shammai are strangers to us - we
have not met them. When we sit in synagogue we may feel embarrassed or alienated. We
do not know where to turn to ask the questions that people all seem to know the answers
to. We feel intimidated and afraid by our lack of knowledge. Many of us have been
involved in Jewish education for years. Yet we manage to avoid asking the fundamental
questions. We become experts on Jewish history, on Israel, on Jewish politics. Yet still we
do not know what the Talmud is, what Rabbi Akiva is in life, and ( most importantly )
where to go to start becoming knowledgeable about texts. We are upset when we meet
children who can read what we can't read, who know what we don't know. As Jews, we

have not yet learned to read and write.*(WUJS s The World Union of Jewish Students
2001)
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Torah literally means "Teaching". The Torah is the central 'teaching of Judaism'. The
Torah consists of the ' Five Books of Moses :

Bereshit (Genesis) Shemot (Exodus)

Vayikra (Leviticus) Bamidbar (Numbers)

Devarim (Deuteronomy).’(WUJS s The World Union of Jewish Students 2001)




b7 lg&w brs $A5 L A i (2023)3%)d Tuler/ oSaDatinarni

‘LJ}J}UUZ‘C@QJ:J"L,’cht‘:*”“dﬁljfd/ca;:xﬁ,m u?é:ﬂwtf”ﬁccw/;

1. Bereshitcdy I Az, 2. Shemot«(s/ 3. Vayikra:d}U/ g
4. Bamidbar‘:‘v/ 5. Devarim";5/

el e T e s L by o B nesdf 3 AN S ST B 130T S0
= GLEHUY BP0 o2l chumash Fug  elie GF b L2 e L0k
59 3tyPentateuch 53w Jei1 2 L i s, w_{.@m@zmmﬂf{{.w
S Ferd e Supd Ty e e L UGS £ euchniblS” £ penta
s o IS O ot b1 P e U e S Ut e (e &t P
e Gl §U A1 L e ol = G St a7 S S e Ui o £ eid
The world union of Jewish students 2001) s(WUJS 7-6/ Ul
il ety
3sls febe FF Jbs e Al « U W30 S et i S 1
L.ﬁg‘;ﬁmﬂu‘,@fu"ﬂzigﬁl/lJ.ui'.,DUl_‘LJnf”c,g/’c«U)Jdréfﬁ"é!g/»m‘g
+bnu/u:11;¢5;,/&”@6:«%&{?’;%@@L.‘,ﬁfm,ugfg@ﬁﬁ_ujmr@wu
corp s LT AL 1o gt e QST S Lo I v 2 U S
w2 S S Letd
i AL S B oo o P e Je W E beld 1
‘wfiug;ﬂ‘ﬁuf'}mréwﬁ_w? 2
The s(WUJS *—etsthpucs S & Mk £ 3 st o6l bR 153 162 3
world union of Jewish students 2001)
:Jj Lg,/ Bereshit/ Geneses
u’x:c,ti)?ui‘_,g;/»‘a‘-t/ug./‘}“gd/uﬁjmuw’_,gu,g,ug_,wooug‘fcﬁﬂ&,,b"f
uﬁ*gg/f‘c‘-/@'KJ_/J;‘?ﬁig/”}c,pﬂ’_»,/'v;:"4‘-/5KJJ%J.:tl;f/,l;4;g:u5g/):uﬂt
U T o S it LS e Ut el e S b d G e o2 Lt e 2




b7 lg&w brs $A5 L A i (2023)3%)d Tuler/ oSaDatinarni

2 et Mo L P L sisrf J # NS L L g 12 Z s eI A L L

_.L(’iut’!/‘:uﬁ}:’/"ﬁc«/”’ﬁ&;'?!a,/)"u’l!y-‘gblguiﬂjéu’{é’_uwaLU/Z:&/JJUUL}?U
DY PR OATR 2 20191 TRYIY AT Ny TR TN TR TR N0)
Haplipdlshpshy|

Andr(f}()ﬁ M said, “Now that humankind has become like any of us, knowing good and
bad, what if one should stretch out a hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and

live forever!”9("Genesis 37:1" &)
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Moses went up from the steppes of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the summit of Pisgah,
opposite Jericho, and M7 showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan,;

all Naphtali; the land of Ephraim and Manasseh; the whole land of Judah as far as the
Western Sea;

the Negeb; and the Plain—the Valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as Zoar.

And M said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
‘I will assign it to your offspring.’ I have let you see it with your own eyes, but you shall
not cross there.”

So Moses the servant of 17> died there, in the land of Moab, at the command of 7.

[God] buried him in the valley in the land of Moab, near Beth-Peor; and no one knows

his burial place to this day.

Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died; his eyes were undimmed and
his vigor unabated.

And the Israelites bewailed Moses in the steppes of Moab for thirty days. The period of
wailing and mourning for Moses came to an end.

Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his
hands upon him; and the Israelites heeded him, doing as 77> had commanded Moses.

Never again did there arise in Israel a prophet like Moses—whom M7 singled out, face
to face,

for the various signs and portents that > sent him to display in the land of Egypt,
against Pharaoh and all his courtiers and his whole country,

and for all the great might and awesome power that Moses displayed before all Israel.
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“This view holds that all of the Torah up until Revelation at Mount Sinai (i.e. until the
middle of Shemot) was written down by Moses. There is a debate about when Moses wrote
the rest of the Torah. The issue is that if Moses wrote it all down whilst on Mount Sinai he
would have known what would happen next! Some think that Moses wrote the rest of the
Torah as it happened, in stages; some believe that Moses did write it all on Mount Sinai.
All agree that it had all been written just after the death of Moses. Joshua is thought by
some to have written the last few verses of the Torah dealing with Moses’ death” 20(WUJ S
s The World Union of Jewish Students 2001)
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As for the actual verses, the Torah was dictated from God to Moses, letter for letter.
From there, the Midrash (Devarim Rabba 9:4) tells us that before his death, Moses wrote
13 scrolls. Twelve of these were distributed to each of the Twelve Tribes. The thirteenth
was placed in the Ark of the Covenant (with the stone Tablets). If anyone would come and
attempt to rewrite or falsify the Torah, the one in the Ark would "testify" against him. As
for the final 8 verses of Deuteronomy, the Talmud has two opinions: 1) Moshe wrote it

himself, simply following God's instruction to write about his death, or 2) The final 8 verses
were written by Joshua. (sources: Talmud — Menachot 30a, Gittin 60a)?!(Tzvi 2011)
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The most precise answer to this question still is: We don’t know. **("Who Wrote the
Torah? - Ideas | Institute for Advanced Study" 2018)
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Exodus 17:14 (Battle against Amalek); 24:4 (Covenant Code); 34:28 (Ten
Commandments); Numbers 33:2 (Wandering Stations); Deuteronomy 31:9 (Deuteronomic
Law); and 31:22 (Song of Moses).
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Study" 2018)
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It is believed traditionally to have been given by God to Moses on Mount Sinai. Modern
scholarship maintains that it was written by various authors throughout several centuries,

probably from the ninth century BCE onward.>*("TORAH INTRODUCTION" <.3)
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No one knows for sure what language the Torah was originally written in. Some say it
was Hebrew, while others believe it was a form of Aramaic. The text is written in the form
of code, which makes it difficult to decipher. Many scholars have studied the Torah, but
its origins remain a mystery. There are many theories about how old the Torah might be,
but no one can know for sure how long ago it was written or by whom. One theory is that
Moses wrote the Torah after God gave him instructions on Mount Sinai. But another theory
says that Ezra the Scribe wrote it down sometime after 600 BCE when Jews were living in
Babylonian exile. It may also have been written later on during the Second Temple period,
around 200 BCE-200 CE. Though it is commonly thought that the Torah, or Jewish holy
book, is written in Hebrew, this is not actually the case. The text was written in the form
of Aramaic, which was the common language of the Persian empire during the seventh
century BCE.

However, there are also clements of the text that were written in Hebrew, as well as
other Semitic languages. What makes these texts more confusing to decode are their date
ranges. The oldest texts were composed between the 10th and 5th century to 8th centuries
BCE, while others were written as late as 2nd century CE.

Additionally, some portions of the text came from oral traditions that date back as far
as 1400 BCE but not in the 2nd century. These factors make it difficult for scholars to
determine what is authentic and what has been modified over time.

Not Hebrew, nor Aramaic — It’s Paleo-Hebrew

What language is the Torah written in? Many people believe it is the Hebrew alphabet,
but it is actually Paleo-Hebrew — a more ancient form of the language. The first five books
of the Bible were written in this language in the 7th century BCE.

However, by the 4th century BCE, Aramaic had become the dominant language spoken
by the Jewish people. Thus, many of the later books of the Bible were written in Aramaic.
The text of the Torah has been copied by hand over and over again for thousands of

years.29(Services 2022)
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The reading begins on Genesis 1, on the first Saturday which follows the Jewish High
Holidays, and in the course of one year, the whole Torah is read. Every Jewish Synagogue
has at least one Torah Scroll, which is housed in a special sacred cabinet called the Ark.

The ark is veiled by an embroidered curtain called Parochet or is closed off by doors.?!
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"The Torah is read in public on three different days of each week. It is read on
Shabbat morning and afternoon (at the shacharit and Minchah Services). Monday morning
(at the Shacharit service) and on Thursday morning ( again at Shacharit). Thus, there is
never a gap of more than three days between public readings of the Torah. The sage divided
the Torah into 54 portions to allow for completion in an annual public reading. These
portions are called sidrot. Each week, a different sidra is read in the synagogue. ( Because
there are 54 sidrot, some weeks two sidrot are read.) On festivals, two special selections
from the Torah relevant to that day are read. The word Parasha is often used to mean
sedra, but this is a misnomer. Technically a parasha is a paragraph marked by an indent on
a midline blank space in the Torah scroll. Parashot can be as short as a sentence and as long
as an entire sidra. Each sidra is divided into seven aliyout (points at which someone from
the congregation makes a blessing on the Torah, commonly known as “call Ups”). These
aliyot are decided by convention, based on natural spaces in the text. These can be seen in
the Torah itself, although they are also made concerning the content of the passages. On
Saturday afternoon, Monday, and Thursday, the first Aliyah (call up or division of the
sidra) for the following Shabbat is read- but their people are given the honor of reading it.
The first Aliyah is there for subdivided into smaller units for use on three days of the week(
these smaller units are still called aliyot though!) Four people are called to the Torah on
Rosh Chodesh ( the new month), five — for major festivals (Pesach, Shavuot, succot, Rosh
Hashanah) and six are called to the Torah on Yom Kippur. On Shabbat, at least seven
people are called to the Torah. It is possible to divide the Torah reading into more parts to
let more people share in the honor of being called to read it, but whatever happens, the
entire Parasha must be read on Shabbat morning. The Torah is studied extensively and is
the basis for all Jewish learning. That is why the Torah is read in public to make sure that
Jews are learning it. Torah is taught in Jewish schools and synagogues. There is a custom
of reading one division of the sidra each day of the week so that each week the entire sidra
is learned. There are several different ways to learn the Parashot HaShavua (which literally
means the week sidra)- by classes or reading. Study of Torah at home, on the way to work,
and during leisure time. Is part of the lifestyle of many Jews. The Torah is one of the most
extensively studied Jewish texts.”
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Historically, Nevi’im begins with the conquest of Eretz Yisrael under the leadership of
Joshua, Moses‘ successor (c. 1200 BCE) and concludes with the prophecies of Malachi to
those rebuilding the Temple after their return from Babylonia (c. 515 BCE). Jewish
convention divides the books into Nevi’im Rishonim, “Former Prophets,”’and Nevi’im
Aharonim, “Latter Prophets.” Nevi’im Rishonim consists of prose works built around a
historical narrative—Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings. Nevi’im Aharonim encompasses

the “literary prophets,” such as Amos, Isaiah, and Jeremiah.>*("Prophets (Nevi’im)" <.2)
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	یہودی مذہبی لٹریچر:۔
	تورات کاتعارف:
	تورات کے مضامین:
	Bereshit/Geneses/پیدائش:
	Shemot/Exodus/خروج:
	Vayikra/Leviticus/ احبار/ لاوی:
	Bamidbar/Numbers/گنتی:
	Devarim/Deuteronomy/استثناء/تثنیہ:
	تورات کا مصنف:
	تورات کے اسکرول کی تصویر27F (WUJS و The world union of Jewish students 2001)
	تورات کی زبان:
	تورات کا استعمال:
	نیوئیم Nevi’m(پیغمبروں)کی کتابیں:
	کیتوئیم Ketuvimکا تعارف:
	مشنا کے لغوی معنی : مشنا کا لفظ ارامی یا عبرانی لفظ سے ماخوذ ہے جس کے معنیٰ پڑھنا یا تکرار ہے۔37F  (سيدمنصور ٢٠٠٨)
	مشنا کے اصطلاحی معنی: یہودیوں کے بقول مشنا زبانی احکام کا نام ہےجو حضرت موسیٰ علیہ السلام پر تورات کے ساتھ ہی طور سیناء پر نازل ہوا ، ابتدا میں اس کا لکھنا ممنوع تھا مگر بعد میں یہودا ہناسی نے بالآخر اس کو قلمبند کیا۔ مشنا کو یہودی علماء کے طبقہ تنائ...
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