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ROHNIGYA’S HUMAN RIGHTS; CRITICAL ANALYSIS IN THE LIGHT OF
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LAWS
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ABSTRACT: Human rights are such an important part of social life that no one (personal or
state) can ignore them. Human rights are the rights that a person acquires in a society by
virtue of being a human being. Human rights are such an indispensable part of social life;
without them human being cannot do good actions. But in some places of contemporary
world, people are not providing these fundamental rights. Rohingya Muslims in Burma are
one of them. In Burma, due to brutal actions of Burmese military, the social stability has been
endangered. The social, political, religious, economic and other fundamental human rights
are being violated. For example, State institutions have deprived them from citizenship in
amendment of 1982. Moreover, child registration is another major issues, due to which
numerous children remain unregistered. Firstly, for marriage, one has to go through various
stages. Secondly, not more than two children are allowed per family and the violation of this
rule has penalty of fine. Furthermore, the standard of living of Rohingya is below the poverty
lines. They are unable to meet basic amenities of life. Even in humanitarian camps, they live
in abject conditions. Unfortunately, these days Rohingya Muslims are passing through such
conditions that is a severe violation of their human rights. They have lack of education, jobs
and health care. Rohingya are not given the religious, social and political freedom. Their
mosques and schools have been locked down. Their political parties have been banned and
their rights are continued to be violated. Although under temporary citizenship they can vote,
but they cannot become leaders of any political party. In this study, efforts are made to
analyze fundamental human rights of Rohingya Muslims in the light of national and
international laws. Rohangiya Muslims are deprived from all fundamental human rights
which are given from any national or international laws. All national and international
conventions do not give permission to any state or society to violate the basic human rights.
Therefore, international human rights observers and bodies should notice the violation of
Rohingya Muslims fundamental rights. The analytical and critical research methodology has
been adopted in this study.
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"They also reject the name ‘Rohingya’ even though it was accepted and recorded by
different Burmese governments in the parliamentary era of the 1950s and 1960s".°
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Rohingya Muslims from Rakhine state, with an estimated population of around 1.1 "
million, are not officially recognized by Myanmar since the controversial 1982
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"8(b) The Council of State may, in the interest of the State, revoke the citizenship or associate
citizenship or naturalized citizenship of any person, except a citizen by birth".”
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"Most Rohingya who made up one out of every four inhabitants of Arakan were
classified by the state as illegal foreigners®".

ek Sie b LE 396 B e a IS 2 L S ol s 5 27
el L LSl 1§ oL L3t Sty Vs Ut e JUTE
MALS Ui 20§ e AP nd L el§ K p L L& TGS Ussn L\ Erns Gl
AN 3G E S 3\ Nasakan- L un E e nl NS LU S5 ye b
K e i g NI T 2 s el B2 E S S SO F ST S S
"An estimate of 40,000 unregistered children was provided in 2008, possibly more
today".? - ol I - UIET s o ecms s Moo s on il SEEUFS 20 st o on 2

The Rakhine Inquiry Commission roughly estimated that about ": /> £ g s k]
.10"60,000 children were unregistered in Rakhine State in 2013
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"The authorities in Rakhine state then decided to introduce a two child limit for
Rohingya families".!?
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"Human rights groups mentioned that the policy makes Myanmar the only country in
the world to impose such a restriction on a religious group".*3
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“The illiteracy rate of the Rohingya is estimated at 80%, with a higher percentage among
women. More than 60% of children aged between 5 and 17 have never enrolled in school.
According to official government figures for 2005, only 124,600 pupils or 36% of school-age
children were then enrolled in Northern Rakhine State”.?

Al nZiea o ca\ e AKUTS U7 kil P Sasey A usdi s 22
JBISLLE b ijimmd/(/L;rno_‘ang’,fuu:Jﬁf'ré_wfmcm‘ s
LA G L F S AR It ee 2

St el R QUTZ il S U Bl e tnr e f Q146 v $o 63 S 1§ A .
_u:zuf’ ;K/J:‘:'” & &Gz.y.fuﬂﬁwﬁ us MUMM!J J uLLun_;,uLfJ u);ﬁ-§.lgn

"In 2014, only about 150 Rohingya students successfully passed high school
matriculation in Maungdaw and Buthidaung Townships".?
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Women are not allowed to participate in any income generation activities. Male adults
earn the basic needs for the family.?*
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"During the UN’s July, 2014, visit to Rakhine State, it “found the situation
deplorable” for the Rohingya population who experience severe legal restrictions,
including a ban from travelling or working outside their village without previous
authorization".%
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"The Rohingyas are virtually confined to their village tracts. They must apply for a
travel pass even to visit a neighboring village, and travel is strictly restricted within
Northern Rakhine”.?’
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"Rohingya face severe obstacles to reaching health-care facilities, even for
emergencies".?®
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"Both the UN and the US Congress have noted that legal restrictions on freedom of

movement for the Rohingya people severely affect basic rights to access livelihoods,
food, water, sanitation, and education".?®
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"Although the Immigration Act applies to unauthorized travel outside Myanmar, a
number of Rohingya were sentenced for violating the Immigration Act for travelling
without permission within Myanmar" .3
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"Law enforcing agencies and judges were clearly instructed to harass the Muslims
and deny justice".®
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"Human Rights Watch has reported that authorities and Arakanese destroyed
mosques and religious schools in other parts of the state, including at least six
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mosques and six Islamic schools in Minbya Township".*®
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"Under the 1989 general Election law all citizens. Associate citizens and Naturalized

citizens are permitted to vote but are not allowed to stand for election. Allowing the
Rohingyas to vote and stand for the national election must be upheld as a measure of
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“In fact Rohingyas were not only permitted to vote, but also allowed to form political
parties according to 1989 General Election Law. The Rohingyas formed their own
political parties as well as they joint their brethren Rakhine to form political parties.
Rohingyas political parties are (i) National Democratic Party for Human Rights
(NDPH), (i) Mayu Development Student Youth Organization , (iii) National Ethnic
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“The lack of citizenship also prevents the Rohingya from joining the civil service or
from participating formally in local government”.>
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